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MINNESOTA VALLEY FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH SERVICE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 2020; FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

PASTOR TOM OLSON 

 

OPENING PRAYER:  O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence 

to hear your Holy Word. We pray that You will open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 

preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and in death, 

and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN, by Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

Love Divine, all loves excelling 

Joy of heaven to earth come down 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling 

All thy faithful mercies crown 

Jesus, thou art all compassion 

Pure unbounded love thou art 

Visit us with thy salvation 

Enter every trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in Thee inherit, 

Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning, 

Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver, 

Let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise thee without ceasing, 

Glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in thee; 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 

 

LET US BOW BEFORE THE LORD AND CONFESS OUR SINS:  Almighty God, our Maker and 

Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.  Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and 
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ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true 

knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 

may come to eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 DECLARATION OF GRACE:  1 John 1:9  “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Free Prayer or silent prayer for readers. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in 

Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He 

rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; The 

holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, 

And the Life everlasting.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be.  World without end.  Amen, Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON:  given on line 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 11:1-45 

READER:  “Here ends the reading of God’s Word.” 

CONGREGATION:  “God be praised for His glad tidings.” 

 

HYMN:  author unknown, circa 1778 

 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word 

What more can He say than to you He hath said 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled 

 

Fear not, I am with thee; oh be not dismayed 

For I am thy God and will still give thee aid 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand 

 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow 

For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress 

 

When through fiery trials thy pathways shall lie 

My grace all sufficient shall be thy supply 

The flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 

Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine 

 

The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake 
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I’ll never, no never, no never forsake 

 

SERMON:  JESUS HAS A SURPRISING AGENDA  John 11:1-45 

 

HYMN: by Edward Mote (1778-1874) 

 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly lean on Jesus' name 

 

When darkness hides His lovely face 

I rest on His unchanging grace 

In every high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil 

 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 

Support me in the whelming flood 

When all around my soul gives way 

He then is all my hope and stay 

 

When He shall come with trumpet sound 

Oh may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone 

Faultless to stand before the throne. 

 

On Christ the solid Rock I stand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

 

CLOSING PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Our Father, Who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done  on earth, 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those that 

trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom,  

The power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and grant you peace.  Amen 

 

DOXOLOGY:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise 

him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 


