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SERVICE INFORMATION 

Minnesota Valley Church 

December 5, 2021 

Second Sunday in Advent 

 

PRELUDE:  Ray Holmberg (Osthus Singers) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 66:1-4 

 

Shout with joy to God, all the earth!  

2 Sing the glory of his name; 

make his praise glorious!  

3 Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! 

So great is your power  

that your enemies cringe before you.  

4 All the earth bows down to you; 

they sing praise to you, 

they sing praise to your name." 

 

HYMN #328 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry” 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN:  Psalm 51:1-7 Have mercy on me. O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 

your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I 

know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in 

your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the 

inmost place.  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

 

PRAYER 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Malachi 3:1-7b "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. 

Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 

come," says the LORD Almighty. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he 

will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites 

and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the 

offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 5 "So I will 

come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who 

defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear 

me," says the LORD Almighty. 6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever 

since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 

return to you," says the LORD Almighty. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 3:1-20  In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar-when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene- 

2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 He 

went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As is written 

in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make 

straight paths for him. 5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked roads shall 

become straight, the rough ways smooth. 6 And all mankind will see God's salvation.'"  7 John said to the crowds coming 

out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in 
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keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out 

of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that 

does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire." 10 "What should we do then?" the crowd asked. 11 

John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the 

same." 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" 13 "Don't collect any 

more than you are required to," he told them. 14 Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, 

"Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely-be content with your pay." 15 The people were waiting expectantly 

and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.  16 John answered them all, "I baptize you 

with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18 And with many other words John exhorted 

the people and preached the good news to them. 19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his 

brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20 Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison.  

 

NIVREADER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things 

visible and invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made; 

Who for us, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And 

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose 

again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of the Father, And He shall 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the 

Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, And 

the Life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER 

TWO PRAISE SONGS:  Picked by Ruth 

 

 

SERMON TITLE: “WHAT DOES REPENTANCE LOOK LIKE?” 

December 5, 2021; Pastor Tom Olson; Philippians 2:2-11 

 

 

I.  CONGREGATION-CENTERED 

 

Phil 2:2-11 …make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 

purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  

 

 

II.  CHRIST-CENTERED 

 

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
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6 Who, being in very nature God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  

7 but made himself nothing,  

taking the very nature of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  

8 And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to death-  

even death on a cross!  

 

III. CROSS CENTERED 

 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  

and gave him the name that is above every name,  

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  

HYMN #623 “Face to Face with Christ My Savior” 

 

HYMN #5  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION (Dave Fischer prep and help) 

DOXOLOGY: (To the tune of Edelweiss) May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you forever-- Grant 

you peace, Perfect peace, Strength in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes and see His face, Feel His grace 

forever.  May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you forever.  

 

POSTLUDE:  Ray Holmberg 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were 

wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation 

belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and 

around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 

saying: "Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and 

ever. Amen!" 13 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes-who are they, and where did they come from?"  

14 I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, "they are before the throne of God  

and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 Never again 

will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb 

at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes."  
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GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 5:1-12 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 

disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them, saying:  

 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4 Blessed are those who mourn,  

for they will be comforted.  

5 Blessed are the meek,  

for they will inherit the earth.  

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

for they will be filled.  

7 Blessed are the merciful,  

for they will be shown mercy.  

8 Blessed are the pure in heart,  

for they will see God.  

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,  

for they will be called sons of God.  

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

 

11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 


