SERVICE INFORMATION: March 13, 2022
The Second Sunday of Lent
Pastor Tom Olson; Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church

PRAISE AND WORSHIP: Krista Johnson and Praise Team

HYMNS AND LITURGY:: Rebekah Olson and Praise Team

READER:

THEME: World leaders can be hostile to God but God’s purposes will be done. God is sovereign. The end
result is good.

PRELUDE: Rebekah Olson

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 4:1 Answer me when | call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my
distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 2 How long, O men, will you turn my glory into shame? How
long will you love delusions and seek false gods? Selah 3 Know that the LORD has set apart the godly for
himself; the LORD will hear when I call to him. 4 In your anger do not sin; when you are on your beds, search
your hearts and be silent. Selah 5 Offer right sacrifices and trust in the LORD. 6 Many are asking, "Who can
show us any good?" Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 7 You have filled my heart with greater
joy than when their grain and new wine abound. 8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD,
make me dwell in safety.

HYMN #134 “Holy, Holy, Holy”

CONFESSION OF SIN: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed.
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us forgiveness of all
our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience
to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PRAYER
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 26:8-15 But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people
everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and
said, "You must die! 9 Why do you prophesy in the LORD's name that this house will be like Shiloh and this city
will be desolate and deserted?" And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 10
When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal palace to the house of the
LORD and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD's house. 11 Then the priests and the
prophets said to the officials and all the people, "This man should be sentenced to death because he has
prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!" 12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials
and all the people: "The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have
heard. 13 Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent
and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14 As for me, | am in your hands; do with me
whatever you think is good and right. 15 Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the
guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent
me to you to speak all these words in your hearing."”



EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 3:17-4:1 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note
of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as | have often told you before and now say
again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables
him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body. 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should
stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus
Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under
Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He
shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the
Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
not, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER FOR OFFERING

PRAISE SONGS: songs chosen by Krista Johnson...sung by “Praise team...Luke, Krista, Jacob, Hannah,
Marretta, etc.)

SERMON TITLE: “WHEN WORLD LEADERS GO MAD”
Luke 13:31-35; Pastor Tom Olson; March 13, 2022

Beloved, Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen
I. THREATS: HEROD WANTED TO KILL JESUS

Luke 13:31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, ""Leave this place and go somewhere
else. Herod wants to kill you."'

I1. RESPONSE: JESUS KEEPS ON KEEPING ON



Luke 13:32-33 He replied, ""Go tell that fox, I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I will reach my goal." 33 In any case, | must keep going today and tomorrow and the
next day-for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!

I11. PROVIDENCE: THE REALITY ABOUT THIS FALLEN WORLD AND GOD’S PURPOSES

Luke 13:34 ""O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often |
have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not
willing! 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say,
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.™

“And now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human comprehension, guard your hearts and minds
through faith in Christ Jesus. Amen”

HYMN #598 “Through the Love of God Our Father”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

DOXOLOGY WITH THREE-FOLD AMEN

POSTLUDE: Rebekah Olson



READER:

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 17:5-8 5 This is what the LORD says: "Cursed is the one who trusts
in man, who depends on flesh for his strength and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 6 He will be like a
bush in the wastelands; he will not see prosperity when it comes. He will dwell in the parched places of the
desert, in a salt land where no one lives. 7 "But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is
in him. 8 He will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when
heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit."

EPISTLE LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead,
how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is
your faith. 15 More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about
God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16 For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 19 If only for this
life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 20 But Christ has indeed been raised from
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 26:8-15 But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people
everything the LORD had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and
said, "You must die! 9 Why do you prophesy in the LORD's name that this house will be like Shiloh and this city
will be desolate and deserted?" And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 10
When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the royal palace to the house of the
LORD and took their places at the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD's house. 11 Then the priests and the
prophets said to the officials and all the people, "This man should be sentenced to death because he has
prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!" 12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials
and all the people: "The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have
heard. 13 Now reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent
and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14 As for me, I am in your hands; do with me
whatever you think is good and right. 15 Be assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the
guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the LORD has sent
me to you to speak all these words in your hearing."

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 3:17-4:1 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note
of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 For, as | have often told you before and now say
again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is
their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables
him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious
body. 4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, that is how you should
stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!
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