“THE MANIFESTATION OF WISDOM”
April 3, 2022, Fifth Sunday of Lent
Pastor Tom Olson; Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church

PRELUDE: Lisa Gabbert (Osthus)
Psalm 126

PASTOR: When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion,
we were like men who dreamed.

CONGREGATION: Our mouths were filled with laughter,
our tongues with songs of joy.

Then it was said among the nations,

"The LORD has done great things for them."

P: The LORD has done great things for us,

and we are filled with joy.

C: Restore our fortunes, O LORD,
like streams in the Negev.

P: Those who sow in tears

will reap with songs of joy.

ALL: He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed to sow,

will return with songs of joy,
carrying sheaves with him.

HYMN #178 “Oh, Worship the King”

CONFESSION OF SIN: Psalm 51:8-13 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of
your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. Then | will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners
will turn back to you. Amen

CHILDREN’S SERMON:
READER: Char Southerling

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 43:16-21 This is what the LORD says--he who made a way through the sea, a
path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19 See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the desert and streams in
the wasteland. 20 The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because | provide water in the desert and streams
in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the people | formed for myself that they may proclaim my
praise.

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 3:8-14 What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ 9
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ-the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the
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resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of
it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things
visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light
of Light, Very God of very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By whom all things were made;
Who for us, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And
was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose
again according to the Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of the Father, And He shall
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And | believe one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And | look for the Resurrection of the dead, And
the Life of the world to come. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER

PRAISE AND WORSHIP SONGS: Chosen by Lisa.

SERMON TITLE: “THE VINEYARD?” (Life of Christ Series)
Luke 20:9-20; Pastor Tom Olson; April 3, 2022

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

I. THE VINEYARD ESTABLISHED

Luke 20:9 He went on to tell the people this parable: ""A man planted a vineyard, rented it
to some farmers and went away for a long time.

Il. REASONABLE EXPECTATIONS AND UNREASONABLE RESPONSE

Luke 20:10-12 At harvest time he sent a servant to the tenants so they would give him
some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. 11 He sent another servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully



and sent away empty-handed. 12 He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw
him out.

1. AVISIT FROM THE SON

Luke 20:13-16 ""Then the owner of the vineyard said, "What shall 1 do? I will send my son,
whom | love; perhaps they will respect him.' 14 "'But when the tenants saw him, they
talked the matter over. 'This is the heir,' they said. "Let's kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours." 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. **"What then will the
owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and kill those tenants and give the
vineyard to others.” When the people heard this, they said, **"May this never be!"

V. THE OBVIOUS APPLICATION

Luke 20:17-18 Jesus looked directly at them and asked, ""Then what is the meaning of that
which is written: ""The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone'? 18 Everyone
who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed.""

V. THE HARD-HEARTED RESPONSE

Luke 20:19-20 The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him
immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were
afraid of the people. 20 Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be
honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over
to the power and authority of the governor.

Now may the peace of God that surpasses all human comprehension, guard your hearts and
minds through faith in Christ Jesus. Amen

HYMN #412 (vss 1,2,4) “There is a Fountain Filled with Blood”

HOLY COMMUNION



BENEDICTION: Tune “Edelweiss” May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you forever-- Grant you
peace, Perfect peace, Strength in every endeavor. Lift up your eyes and see His face, Feel His grace forever.
May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you forever.

POSTLUDE: Lisa Gabbert

READER: Char Southerling

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 43:16-21 This is what the LORD says--he who made a way through the sea, a
path through the mighty waters, 17 who drew out the chariots and horses, the army and reinforcements together, and they
lay there, never to rise again, extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 18 "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
19 See, | am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? | am making a way in the desert and streams in
the wasteland. 20 The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because | provide water in the desert and streams
in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, 21 the people | formed for myself that they may proclaim my
praise.

EPISTLE LESSON: Philippians 3:8-14 What is more, | consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them rubbish, that | may gain Christ 9
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in
Christ-the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 10 | want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the
resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but | press on
to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of
it. But one thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal to win
the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.



