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MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH 

June 19, 2022  

2nd Sunday after Pentecost, FATHER’S DAY 

 

PRELUDE:  Carol Gustafson; Singers: Osthus 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 3 

 

HYMN:  CHOSEN BY CAROL  

 

PASTOR:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

PRAYER 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

READER:   

 

FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 65:1-10  "I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me;I was found by those who 

did not seek me.To a nation that did not call on my name,I said, 'Here am I, here am I.' 2 All day long I have 

held out my hands to an obstinate people,who walk in ways not good,pursuing their own imaginations-- 3 a 

people who continually provoke me to my very face,offering sacrifices in gardens and burning incense on altars 

of brick; 4 who sit among the graves and spend their nights keeping secret vigil;who eat the flesh of pigs,and 

whose pots hold broth of unclean meat; 5 who say, 'Keep away; don't come near me,for I am too sacred for 

you!'Such people are smoke in my nostrils,a fire that keeps burning all day.  

6 "See, it stands written before me:I will not keep silent but will pay back in full;I will pay it back into their 

laps-- 7 both your sins and the sins of your fathers,"says the LORD."Because they burned sacrifices on the 

mountains and defied me on the hills,I will measure into their laps the full payment for their former deeds."  

8 This is what the LORD says: 

"As when juice is still found in a cluster of grapes and men say, 'Don't destroy it,there is yet some good in it,'so 

will I do in behalf of my servants;I will not destroy them all. 9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,and 

from Judah those who will possess my mountains;my chosen people will inherit them,and there will my servants 

live. 10 Sharon will become a pasture for flocks,and the Valley of Achor a resting place for herds,for my people 

who seek me.  

 

SECOND LESSON:  Acts 2:22-36  "Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by 

God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 

This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked 

men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 

agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about him:  
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"'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 Therefore my heart 

is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27 because you will not abandon me to the 

grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill 

me with joy in your presence.'   

29 "Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to 

this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of his 

descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was 

not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of the fact. 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy 

Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  

"'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet." '   

36 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 

Christ."  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under 

Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the 

Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

not, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by CAROL 

 

SERMON: “RETURN TO YOUR FAMILY”  Luke 8:26-39 

  

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

 

I.  HE WAS ALONE 

 

Luke 8:26-39 

26 They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes, 

 

which is across the lake from Galilee. 27 When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man 

from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. 28 

When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at his feet, shouting at the top of his voice, "What do you want with 

me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!" 29 For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit 

to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under 

guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.  
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II.  HE WAS IN BONDAGE 

 

30 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"  

 

"Legion," he replied, because many demons had gone into him. 31 And they begged him repeatedly not to order 

them to go into the Abyss.  

 

32 A large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside. The demons begged Jesus to let them go into them, 

and he gave them permission. 33 When the demons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the herd 

rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.  

 

34 When those tending the pigs saw what had happened, they ran off and reported this in the town and 

countryside, 35 and the people went out to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus, they found the 

man from whom the demons had gone out, sitting at Jesus' feet, dressed and in his right mind; and they were 

afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told the people how the demon-possessed man had been cured. 37 Then all the 

people of the region of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them, because they were overcome with fear. So he 

got into the boat and left.  

 

III.  HE HAD A HOME TO RETURN TO 

 

38 The man from whom the demons had gone out begged to go with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 

"Return home and tell how much God has done for you." So the man went away and told all over town how 

much Jesus had done for him.  

 

NIV…Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human comprehension, guard your hearts and minds 

through faith in Christ Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN CHOSEN BY CAROL 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and grant you peace.  Amen 

 

Closing Song chosen by Carol 

 

POSTLUDE:  Carol Gustafson 
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READER:  

 

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


