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MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH 

August, 2022  

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

PRELUDE:  Rebekah Olson; Singers: “Praise Team” 

 

HYMN #366 “Father, We Thank Thee for the Night” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 119:81-88 

 

PASTOR: My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 

but I have put my hope in your word.  

ALL: My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 

I say, "When will you comfort me?"  

PASTOR: Though I am like a wineskin in the smoke, 

I do not forget your decrees.  

ALL: How long must your servant wait? 

When will you punish my persecutors?  

PASTOR: The arrogant dig pitfalls for me, 

contrary to your law.  

ALL: All your commands are trustworthy; 

help me, for men persecute me without cause.  

PASTOR: They almost wiped me from the earth, 

but I have not forsaken your precepts.  

ALL: Preserve my life according to your love, 

and I will obey the statutes of your mouth.  

 

HYMN #212 “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 

 

PASTOR ONLY:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:   

 

READER:   

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Jeremiah 23:16-29 

 

16 This is what the LORD Almighty says: "Do not listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill 

you with false hopes. They speak visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. 17 They keep 

saying to those who despise me,' The LORD says: You will have peace.' And to all who follow the stubbornness 

of their hearts they say, 'No harm will come to you.' 18 But which of them has stood in the council of the LORD 
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to see or to hear his word? Who has listened and heard his word? 19 See, the storm of the LORD will burst out 

in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. 20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back 

until he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart. In days to come you will understand it clearly. 21 I did not 

send these prophets, yet they have run with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied. 22 

But if they had stood in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned 

them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds. 23 "Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not 

a God far away? 24 Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?" declares the LORD. "Do not I 

fill heaven and earth?" declares the LORD. 25 "I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my 

name. They say, 'I had a dream! I had a dream!' 26 How long will this continue in the hearts of these lying 

prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one another will 

make my people forget my name, just as their fathers forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet 

who has a dream tell his dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do 

with grain?" declares the LORD. 29 "Is not my word like fire," declares the LORD, "and like a hammer that 

breaks a rock in pieces?  

 

 

 

EPISTLE LESSON:  Heb 11:17-31 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He 

who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to 

him, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned."  19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the 

dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and 

Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and 

worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the 

exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions about his bones. 23 By faith Moses' parents hid him 

for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the 

king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 

time. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he 

was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because 

he saw him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer 

of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on 

dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after 

the people had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed 

the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient.   

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under 

Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the 

Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

not, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by HANNAH 

 

SERMON: “JESUS THE DIVIDER” Luke 12:49-53 

Pastor Tom Olson, August 14, 2022 

  

 

 

 

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

I.  THE HOLINESS DIVIDE: JESUS DIVIDES US BY OUR VALUES 

 

Luke 12:49 "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  

 

 

 

 

II.  THE GRACE DIVIDE: JESUS DIVIDES US AT THE CROSS 

 

Luke 12:50&51 “But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is completed! 51 Do you 

think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.”  

 

 

 

 

III.  THE LOYALTY DIVIDE:  JESUS DIVIDES US FROM THE WORLD 

 

Luke 12:52-53 “From now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 

and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 

daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 

mother-in-law."”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human comprehension, guard your hearts and minds through 

faith in Christ Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #397 “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 
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BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you, the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and grant you peace.  Amen 

 

DOXOLOGY & THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

POSTLUDE:  Rebekah Olson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READER:  DIANE PLAIT 

 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Lev 19:9-18 "'When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very 

edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go over your vineyard a second time or 

pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD your God. 11 "'Do 

not steal. "'Do not lie. "'Do not deceive one another. 12 "'Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the 

name of your God. I am the LORD. 13 "'Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. “‘Do not hold back the 

wages of a hired man overnight. 14 "'Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but 

fear your God. I am the LORD. 15 "'Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to 

the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 16 "'Do not go about spreading slander among your people. "'Do not 

do anything that endangers your neighbor's life. I am the LORD. 17 "'Do not hate your brother in your heart. 

Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in his guilt. 18 "'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge 

against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.  
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EPISTLE LESSON:  Colossians 1:1-14 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 

brother, 2 To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 because we have heard of 

your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints- 5 the faith and love that spring from the 

hope that is stored up for you in heaven and that you have already heard about in the word of truth, the gospel 

6 that has come to you. All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its truth. 7 You learned it from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us of 

your love in the Spirit. 9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 

10 And we pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: 

bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power 

according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, and joyfully 12 giving 

thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light. 13 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 


