BULLETIN TEMPLATE: Minnesota Valley Church
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

Date: Sunday, October 30, 2022

Church Year Date: Reformation Sunday

Theme: Jesus is the bridge between God and man. Nothing can or should get in the way of people
coming to the Father through the Son and the Word of God. Organized religion has to be careful not to
get in the way and not demand people to come through a certain group or person. Jesus arms are wide
open for people who want rest for their weary souls.

Singers: Fugleberg
Prelude: Carol Gustafson

Call to Worship: Psalm 46 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 2 Therefore we
will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its waters
roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah 4 There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 5 God is within her, she will not fall; God
will help her at break of day. 6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts.

7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 8 Come and see the works of the
LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he
breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 10 "'Be still, and know that I am God; |
will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.” 11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God
of Jacob is our fortress. Selah

Hymn #141 “A Mighty Fortress”

Unison Prayer: “O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear your
Holy Word. We pray that you will open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your
Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and in death, and to grow day by day in
grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen

Children’s Sermon:

First Lesson: Revelation 14:6-8 Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to
proclaim to those who live on the earth-to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice,
"Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the
heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 8 A second angel followed and said, "Fallen! Fallen is
Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries."

Epistle Lesson: Romans 3:19-28 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one
will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of
sin. 21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There
is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through
faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins
committed beforehand unpunished- 26 he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what
principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by
faith apart from observing the law.



READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed- | believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and
earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin
Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy
Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the
Life everlasting. Amen

Gloria Patri: Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Announcements & Offertory Prayer

Praise and Worship Songs (about the Word of God and grace? Chosen by Carol)
Message: “THE POTENTIAL DANGER OF ORGANIZED RELIGION”

Intro: Luther’s Fight to get the church back to the Word of God and faith in Christ.
I. THE FORCEFUL ADVANCE

Matthew 11:11-14 From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John. 14 And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15 He who has ears, let
him hear.

Il. THE FICKLE CROWD

Matthew 11:16-19a ""To what can | compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the
marketplaces and calling out to others: 17 """We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang
a dirge, and you did not mourn." 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a
demon.’ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and *'sinners."

I1l. THE SURE FOUNDATION
Matthew 11:19b * But wisdom is proved right by her actions."

Matthew 11:28-30 ""Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. 29 Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."”

Hymn #74 “Wide Open Are Thy Loving Hands”
Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Closing Song: Chosen by Carol



Postlude: Carol Gustafson



