
 

MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH 

January 15, 2023  

Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Singers: praise team 

Praise music: Luke 

Hymns and liturgy: Rebekah 

 

PRELUDE:  Rebekah Olson 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 111:10   

 

PASTOR: The fear of the LORD is the 

beginning of wisdom; 

 

ALL: all who follow his precepts have good 

understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.  

 

HYMN #398 “Rock of Ages” 

 

 

PASTOR ONLY:  Almighty God, to whom all 

hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess 

that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:   

 

READER:   

 

EPISTLE LESSON:  Romans 12:6-16 We have 

different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a 

man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in 

proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him 

serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is 

encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 

contributing to the needs of others, let him give 

generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 

diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it 

cheerfully. 9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is 

evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 

another in brotherly love. Honor one another 

above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 

keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be 

joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 

prayer. 13 Share with God's people who are in 

need. Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who 

persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice 

with those who rejoice; mourn with those who 

mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do 

not be proud, but be willing to associate with 

people of low position. Do not be conceited.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 2:1-11 On the third 

day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. 

Jesus' mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 

When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to 

him, "They have no more wine." 4 "Dear woman, 

why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time 

has not yet come." 5 His mother said to the 

servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 6 Nearby 

stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the 

Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 

twenty to thirty gallons.  7 Jesus said to the 

servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled 

them to the brim. 8 Then he told them, "Now draw 

some out and take it to the master of the banquet." 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted 

the water that had been turned into wine. He did 

not realize where it had come from, though the 

servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he 

called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, 

"Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then 

the cheaper wine after the guests have had too 

much to drink; but you have saved the best till 

now." 11 This, the first of his miraculous signs, 

Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus 

revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith 

in him.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s 

Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for 

His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the 

Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And 



 

in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin 

Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was 

crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; 

The third day He rose again from the dead; He 

ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He 

shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian 

Church; the Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness 

of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to 

the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is not, and ever shall be, world without 

end. Amen, Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by 

LUKE 

 

SERMON: “THE CLEFT OF THE ROCK” 

Exodus 33:11-23 Pastor Tom Olson  

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father 

and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

The pillar of cloud and fire…at the tent of Moses. 

 

I.  THE STARTING POINT: TALKING WITH 

GOD LIKE A FRIEND 

 

Exodus 33:11-13 The LORD would speak to 

Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his 

friend. Then Moses would return to the camp, but 

his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave 

the tent. 12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have 

been telling me, 'Lead these people,' but you have 

not let me know whom you will send with me. You 

have said, 'I know you by name and you have 

found favor with me.' 13 If you are pleased with 

me, teach me your ways so I may know you and 

continue to find favor with you. Remember that 

this nation is your people."  

 

II.  OUR MO:  THE NECESSITY OF THE 

PRESENCE OF GOD 

 

Exodus 33:14-17 The LORD replied, "My 

Presence will go with you, and I will give you 

rest." 15 Then Moses said to him, "If your 

Presence does not go with us, do not send us up 

from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are 

pleased with me and with your people unless you 

go with us? What else will distinguish me and 

your people from all the other people on the face 

of the earth?" 17 And the LORD said to Moses, 

"I will do the very thing you have asked, because 

I am pleased with you and I know you by name."  

 

III.  THE GOAL OF MATURITY: GOING 

DEEPER 

 

Exodus 33:18- Then Moses said, "Now show me 

your glory." 19 And the LORD said, "I will cause 

all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will 

proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I 

will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I will have 

compassion. 20 But," he said, "you cannot see my 

face, for no one may see me and live." 21 Then 

the LORD said, "There is a place near me where 

you may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory 

passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and 

cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 

Then I will remove my hand and you will see my 

back; but my face must not be seen."  

 

 

Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all 

human comprehension, guard your hearts and 

minds through faith in Christ Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #571 “He Hideth My Soul” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in 

heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 

come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass 

against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, The 

power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep 

you, the Lord make His face to shine upon you and 

be gracious unto you, the Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and grant you peace.  Amen 

 



 

DOXOLOGY & THREE-FOLD AMEN 

 

POSTLUDE:  Rebekah Olson 


