
 

Minnesota Valley Church  

Date:  Sunday, February 26, 2023 

Church Year Date: First Sunday of Lent 

 

Prelude: Carol Gustafson 

Singers: Fugleberg 

 

Invocation 

 

Hymn #507 “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

Confession of Sin: Psalm 32 

 

P: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, 

C: Whose sins are covered.  

P: Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against 

him  

C: And in whose spirit is no deceit.  

P: When I kept silent,  

C: My bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  

P: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

C: My strength was sapped as in the heat of summer.  

P: Then I acknowledged my sin to you  

C: And did not cover up my iniquity. 

P: I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"-- 

C: And you forgave the guilt of my sin.  

 

Children’s Sermon:   

 

Reader: Glenn Gustafson 

 

EPISTLE LESSON:  2 Corinthians 6:1-10 As God's fellow 

workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he 

says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 

salvation I helped you." I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, 

now is the day of salvation. 3 We put no stumbling block in 

anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 

Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in 

great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in 

beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights 

and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in 

the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the 

power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand 

and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good 

report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded 

as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 

10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; 

having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 4:1-11 Then Jesus was led by the 

Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting 

forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to 

him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to 

become bread." 4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not 

live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.'" 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him 

stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 "If you are the Son of 

God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will 

command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 

their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  

7 Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord 

your God to the test.'" 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high 

mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow 

down and worship me." 10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, 

Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve 

him only.'" 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and 

attended him.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad 

Tidings! 

 



 

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed- I believe in God 

the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus 

Christ, His only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was 

crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day 

He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is 

seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where 

He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 

Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; 

the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 

Gloria Patri:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 Glory be to the Father, and 

to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 

now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

Announcements and Prayer Concerns 

 

PRAISE AND WORSHIP: Chosen by Carol 

 

SERMON:  HOW TO FACE SATANIC ATTACK, Psalm 2, 

Pastor Tom Olson Grace be to you and peace from God our Father 

and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

 

I.  PREPARE: DEVELOP YOUR GIFTS 

 

1 Samuel 17:40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five 

smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his 

shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the 

Philistine.  

 

II.  STAND FIRM: LOOK THE ENEMY IN THE EYE 

 

1 Samuel 17:41-47 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield 

bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42 He looked 

David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, 

and he despised him. 43 He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you 

come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his 

gods. 44 "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the 

birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" 45 David said to the 

Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 

46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike 

you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses 

of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the 

earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in 

Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by 

sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the 

LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."  

 

III.  RUN FORWARD: FOLLOW GOD’S INSTRUCTIONS 

 

1 Samuel 17:48-51 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, 

David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 

Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and 

struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his 

forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 50 So David 

triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a 

sword in his hand, he struck down the Philistine and killed him. 

51 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's 

sword and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut 

off his head with the sword.  

 

HYMN #456 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 

Lord’s Prayer  

Benediction 

Closing Song:  Chosen by Carol 

Postlude:  Carol Gustafson 


