
February 5, 2023, Septuagesima Sunday 

Pastor Tom Olson, Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church 

 

PRELUDE:  Ruth Antal (Fugleberg Sing) 

 

HYMN #379 “Jesus in the Morning” 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 84 

 

PASTOR: How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD 

Almighty!  

 

ALL: My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.  

 

PASTOR: Better is one day in your courts than a thousand 

elsewhere; 

 

ALL: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked.  

 

PASTOR: For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD 

bestows favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from 

those whose walk is blameless.  

 

ALL: O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.  

 

 

HYMN #299  “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN:  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones 

you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins and blot out 

all my iniquity.  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me from your presence or 

take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.  Then I will 

teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to you. 

Amen  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: 

 

READER:   

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 17:1-7 The whole Israelite 

community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place 

as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 

water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, 

"Give us water to drink." Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? 

Why do you put the LORD to the test?" 3 But the people were thirsty for 

water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you 

bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of 

thirst?" 4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do with 

these people? They are almost ready to stone me." 5 The LORD 

answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of 

the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck 

the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. 

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink." So 

Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the 

place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because 

they tested the LORD saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"  

 

GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 20:1-19 "For the kingdom of heaven is 

like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work 

in his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent 

them into his vineyard. 3 "About the third hour he went out and saw 

others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 He told them, 'You 

also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 5 

So they went. "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour 

and did the same thing. 6 About the eleventh hour he went out and found 

still others standing around. He asked them, 'Why have you been 

standing here all day long doing nothing?' 7 "'Because no one has hired 

us,' they answered. "He said to them, 'You also go and work in my 

vineyard.' 8 "When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, 'Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last ones hired and going on to the first.' 9 "The workers who were hired 

about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. 10 So when 

those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each 

one of them also received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they 

began to grumble against the landowner. 12'These men who were hired 

last worked only one hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to 

us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.' 13 



"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. 

Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I 

want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don't 

I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?' 16 "So the last will be first, and the first 

will be last." 17 Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the 

twelve disciples aside and said to them, 18 "We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and 

the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 19 and will turn 

him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the 

third day he will be raised to life!"  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 

very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 

whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And 

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He 

suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of 

the Father, And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I 

believe one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the 

dead, And the Life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER 

 

PRAISE SONGS:  CHOSEN BY RUTH 

 

SERMON: GOD’S MATH:  “ONE HOT DESSERT + ONE ROCK 

+ GOD = FRESH WATER” Exodus 17:1-7 

 

 

 

I.  GRUMBLING HEBREWS:  LIFE IS DIFFICULT 

 

Exodus 17:1-7 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert 

of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They 

camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 

So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink." 

Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the 

LORD to the test?" 3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and 

they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out 

of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?"  

 

 

 

II.  EXASPERATED MOSES:  LEADERSHIP IS DIFFICULT 

 

Exodus 17:4 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do 

with these people? They are almost ready to stone me."  

 

 

III.  UNEXPECTED PROVISION:  WATER FROM A ROCK 

 

Exodus 17:5-7 The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the 

people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your 

hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand 

there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 

come out of it for the people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of 

the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah and Meribah 

because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD 

saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?"  

 

 

HYMN #259  “O Bread of Life from Heaven” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  

 



CHORAL BENEDICTION:  Tune “Edelweiss” May the Lord, 

Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you forever-- Grant you peace, 

Perfect peace, Strength in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes and 

see His face, Feel His grace forever.  May the Lord, Mighty Lord, 

Bless and keep you forever. 
 

POSTLUDE:  Ruth Antal 


