MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; March 12, 2023
Third Sunday in Lent; Singers: praise team
Praise music: Krista; Hymns and liturgy: Rebekah

PRELUDE: Rebekah Olson
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 136

: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good.
: His love endures forever.

: Give thanks to the God of gods.

: His love endures forever.

: Give thanks to the Lord of lords:

: His love endures forever.

: To him who alone does great wonders,

: His love endures forever.

: To the One who remembered us in our low estate
: His love endures forever.

: And freed us from our enemies,

: His love endures forever.

: And who gives food to every creature.

: His love endures forever.

: Give thanks to the God of heaven.

C: His love endures forever.
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HYMN #205 “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”

PASTOR ONLY: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in
bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:

READER: Dave Fischer

EPISTLE LESSON: Ephesians 5:1-9 Be imitators of God,
therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering
and sacrifice to God.

3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual
immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these
are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but
rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral,
impure or greedy person-such a man is an idolater-has any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's
wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be
partners with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9(for the fruit of the
light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 11:14-28 Jesus was driving out a
demon that was mute. When the demon left, the man who had been
mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. 15 But some of them said,
"By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving out demons." 16
Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. 17 Jesus knew
their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against
itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. 18
If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? |
say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub.
19 Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your
followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 20 But
if 1 drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God



has come to you. 21 "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his
own house, his possessions are safe. 22 But when someone
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armor in
which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. 23 "He who is not
with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me,
scatters. 24 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes
through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. Then it says,
"I will return to the house I left." 25 When it arrives, it finds the
house swept clean and put in order. 26 Then it goes and takes
seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live
there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.”
27 As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called
out, "Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you."
28 He replied, "Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God
and obey it."

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad
Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1 believe in God the Father
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His
only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of
the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified,
dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He shall
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit;
The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; the
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by KRISTA

SERMON: “HOW TO AVOID THE FLIES” Exodus 8:16-24
Pastor Tom Olson Grace be to you and peace from God our
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

I. ATTRACTING FLIES: LIVING UNDER A CURSE

Exodus 8:16-21 Then the LORD said to Moses, ""Tell Aaron,
'Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the ground,” and
throughout the land of Egypt the dust will become gnats.™ 17
They did this, and when Aaron stretched out his hand with the
staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came upon men
and animals. All the dust throughout the land of Egypt became
gnats. 18 But when the magicians tried to produce gnats by their
secret arts, they could not. And the gnats were on men and
animals. 19 The magicians said to Pharaoh, ""This is the finger
of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hard and he would not listen,
just as the LORD had said. 20 Then the LORD said to Moses,
""Get up early in the morning and confront Pharaoh as he goes
to the water and say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: Let my
people go, so that they may worship me. 21 If you do not let my
people go, I will send swarms of flies on you and your officials,
on your people and into your houses. The houses of the
Egyptians will be full of flies, and even the ground where they
are.



Il. FREE FROM FLIES: LIVING UNDER A BLESSING

Exodus 8:22-23 ""'But on that day | will deal differently with the
land of Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of flies will be
there, so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. 23
I will make a distinction between my people and your people.
This miraculous sign will occur tomorrow.™"

I11. RUINED BY FLIES: THE RESULT OF REJECTING
GOD’S WAYS

Exodus 8:24 And the LORD did this. Dense swarms of flies
poured into Pharaoh's palace and into the houses of his officials,
and throughout Egypt the land was ruined by the flies.

Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human
comprehension, guard your hearts and minds through faith in
Christ Jesus. Amen

HYMN #478 “Search Me, O God”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord
make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you, the
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and grant you peace. Amen

DOXOLOGY & THREE-FOLD AMEN

POSTLUDE: Rebekah Olson



