
 

MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; September 10, 2023  

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity; Singers: “youth” praise team 

Pianist:  Carol Gustafson 

Praise Songs: Carol Gustafson 

 

PRELUDE:  Carol Gustafson 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 119:9-16 

 

P: How can a young man keep his way pure? 

C: By living according to your word.  

P:  I seek you with all my heart; 

C: Do not let me stray from your commands.  

P:  I have hidden your word in my heart  

C: That I might not sin against you.  

P:  Praise be to you, O LORD; 

C: Teach me your decrees.  

 

HYMN #381 “How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts” 

 

PASTOR ONLY:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 

desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in bondage 

to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name.  Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:   

 

READER: Dave Osthus 

 

EPISTLE LESSON:  Galatians 5:16-25 So I say, live by the Spirit, and 

you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful 

nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is 

contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that 

you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 

not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual 

immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, 

discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 

and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, 

that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is 

no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful 

nature with its passions and desires.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON: Luke 17:11-19 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus 

traveled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was 

going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a 

distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on 

us!" 14 When he saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." 

And as they went, they were cleansed. 15 One of them, when he saw he 

was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw 

himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him-and he was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus 

asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Was no 

one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 19 

Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord; 

Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered 

under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into 

hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 

heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; 

the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 

everlasting.  Amen 

 



 

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER 

 

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by CAROL. 

 

SERMON: “MAKING GOOD CHOICES” Proverbs 4:10-23; Pastor 

Tom Olson  

 

Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Amen 

 

I.  AN IMPORTANT CHOICE 

 

Proverbs 4:10-23 Listen, my son, accept what I say, and the years of 

your life will be many. 11 I guide you in the way of wisdom and lead 

you along straight paths. 12 When you walk, your steps will not be 

hampered; when you run, you will not stumble. 13 Hold on to 

instruction, do not let it go; guard it well, for it is your life.  

 

WE HAVE REAL CHOICES TO MAKE THAT IMPACT OUR LIVES. 

 

II. A DESTRUCTIVE CHOICE 

 

Proverbs 4:14-17 Do not set foot on the path of the wicked or walk in 

the way of evil men. 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; turn from it and go 

on your way. 16 For they cannot sleep till they do evil; they are robbed 

of slumber till they make someone fall. 17 They eat the bread of 

wickedness and drink the wine of violence.  

 

THE DEVIL WILL TEMPT US WITH CHOICES THAT WILL LEAD 

TO RUIN AND SADNESS. 

 

III.  A WONDERFUL CHOICE 

 

18 The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining 

ever brighter till the full light of day. 19 But the way of the wicked is 

like deep darkness; they do not know what makes them stumble.  

20 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. 21 

Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; 22 for 

they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body. 

23 Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  

 

GOD WANTS US TO MAKE CHOICES THAT LEAD TO HEAL, 

HAPPINESS AND NO REGRETS. 

 

Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human comprehension, 

guard your hearts and minds through faith in Christ Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #450 “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those that trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, The power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His 

face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you, the Lord lift up His 

countenance upon you and grant you peace.  Amen 

 

DOXOLOGY AND THREE-FOLD AMEN 

POSTLUDE:  Rebekah Olson 


