BULLETIN TEMPLATE: Minnesota Valley Church
Association of Free Lutheran Congregations

Date: Sunday, October 29, 2023

Church Year Date: Reformation Sunday

Prelude: Jan Ellingson (Osthus sing)

Call to Worship: Psalm 46

Hymn #141 “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”

Prayer

Hymn #400 “I Look Not Back”

Reading: Romans 5:1 & 6:1

Hymn #403 “O Let Your Soul Now Be Filled with Gladness”
Children’s Sermon

Reader: Jacob O’Flanagan

Epistle Lesson: Romans 3:19-28 Now we know that whatever the law
says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be
silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no
one will be declared righteous in hissight by observing the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of sin. 21 But now a righteousness
from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and
the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by
his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God
presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He
did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left
the sins committed beforehand unpunished- 26 he did it to demonstrate
his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies
those who have faith in Jesus. 27 Where, then, is boasting? It is
excluded. Onwhat principle? On that of observing the law? No, but on
that of faith. 28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart
from observing the law.

Gospel Lesson: John 8:31-37 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus
said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." 33 They
answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been
slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?" 34 Jesus
replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now
a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed- | believe in God the
Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His
only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the
virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; Fromwhere He shall cometo judge the living and
the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the
Communion of Saints; the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the
body, And the Life everlasting. Amen

Gloria Patri: Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen,
Amen.

Announcements, Offertory Prayer
Praise and Worship Songs: PICKED BY JAN

SERMON: “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”
Revelation 14:6-13, Pastor Tom Olson

Another title for my message today could be this: “How to Thrive
in Troubled Times.”

I. WITNESS AND WORSHIP (Focus on the “great
commission.”)

Revelation 14:6-7 Then | saw another angel flying in midair, and
he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the
earth-to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a
loud voice, ""Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of
his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the
earth, the sea and the springs of water."



II. DON’T BE SHOCKED AT WHAT HAPPENS (Tough
times are ahead for the world.)

Revelation 14:8 A second angel followed and said, ""Fallen!
Fallen is Babylon the Great, which made all the nations drink
the maddening wine of her adulteries."

I1l. REJECT THE MARK OF THE BEAST (Cling to Christ
atall cost.)

Revelation 14:9-12 A third angel followed them and said in a
loud voice: ""If anyone worships the beast and his image and
receives his mark on the forehead or on the hand, 10 he, too, will
drink of the wine of God's fury, which has been poured full
strength into the cup of his wrath. He will be tormented with
burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the
Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment rises for ever and ever.
There is no rest day or night for those who worship the beast and
his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his name." 12
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who
obey God's commandments and remain faithful to Jesus. 13
Then | heard a voice from heaven say, "*Write: Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from now on." *"Yes," says the Spirit,
""they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.™

Hymn #626 “Saved by Grace”

Lord’s Prayer

Benediction

Closing Song, Chorus (Picked by Jan) or Doxology (AH #390)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures
here below, Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. A-men. A-men. A---men.

Postlude: Jan Ellingson



