
 

February 4, 2024,  

5th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Pastor Tom Olson  

Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church 

 

PRELUDE:  Jan Ellingson (Osthus/Reynolds) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP:  Psalm 147 

 

PASTOR:  Praise the Lord! His pleasure is not in the strength of 

the horse, 

ALL: Nor his delight in the legs of a man;  

PASTOR: The LORD delights in those who fear him, 

ALL: Who put their hope in his unfailing love.  

PASTOR: Extol the LORD, O Jerusalem; 

ALL: Praise your God, O Zion,  

PASTOR: For he strengthens the bars of your gates  

ALL: And blesses your people within you.  

PASTOR: He grants peace to your borders  

ALL: And satisfies you with the finest of wheat.  

 

HYMN #549 “Wonderful Grace of Jesus” 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN:  Psalm 51:1-7 Have mercy on me. O God, 

according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse 

me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always 

before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 

evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and 

justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from 

the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the 

inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  Cleanse me 

with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than 

snow. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON:   

 

Reader:  Justo Pillman 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 40:21-31 Do you not know? 

Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 22 He sits 

enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like 

grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads 

them out like a tent to live in. 23 He brings princes to naught and 

reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 24 No sooner are they 

planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the 

ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind 

sweeps them away like chaff. 25 "To whom will you compare me? Or 

who is my equal?" says the Holy One. 26 Lift your eyes and look to the 

heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one 

by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and 

mighty strength, not one of them is missing. 27 Why do you say, O 

Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; my 

cause is disregarded by my God"? 28 Do you not know? Have you not 

heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one 

can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power 

of the weak. 30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men 

stumble and fall; 31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not 

grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.  

 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Corinthians 9:16-27 Yet when I preach the 

gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do 

not preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if 

not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18 

What then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may 

offer it free of charge, and so not make use of my rights in preaching 

it. 19 Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to 

everyone, to win as many as possible. 20 To the Jews I became like a 

Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under 

the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those 

under the law. 21 To those not having the law I became like one not 

having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under 

Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I 

became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so 

that by all possible means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the 

sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 24 Do you not 

know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? 



 

Run in such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the 

games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not 

last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 Therefore I do 

not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating 

the air. 27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have 

preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible. 

 

     And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten 

of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 

very God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 

whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And 

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He 

suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of 

the Father, And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

    And I believe in the Holy Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son 

together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets. And I 

believe one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 

Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for the Resurrection of the 

dead, And the Life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER FOR OFFERING 

 

PRAISE SONGS PICKED BY JAN 

 

SERMON TITLE: “THE MINISTRY OF JESUS” Mark 1:29-

39; Pastor Tom Olson; January 7, 2024 Grace be to you and 

peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

 

I.  SIMON PETER’S MOTHER-IN-LAW HEALED 

 

Mark 1:29-31 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went 

with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 

Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told 

Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and 

helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on 

them.  

 

II.  HEALINGS AND DELIVERANCE 

 

Mark 1:32-34 That evening after sunset the people brought to 

Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town 

gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had 

various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he 

would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.  

 

III.  PRAYER AND PREACHING 

 

Mark 1:35-39 Very early in the morning, while it was still 

dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 

place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to 

look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: 

"Everyone is looking for you!" 38 Jesus replied, "Let us go 

somewhere else-to the nearby villages-so I can preach there 

also. That is why I have come." 39 So he traveled throughout 

Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.  

 

We need to keep the ministry simpler.  Jesus basically did three 

things.  He started his day with prayer, he walked from place to 

place and preached the good news and he healed the sick and 

delivered the demon possessed. 



 

 

 

 

May the peace of God that passes all understanding guard your 

hearts and minds through faith in Messiah Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #577 “Does Jesus Care?” 

 

HOLY COMMUNION (Dave Fischer prep and help) 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION: May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless 

and keep you forever-- Grant you peace, Perfect peace, Strength 

in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes and see His face, Feel His 

grace forever.  May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you 

forever.  

 

POSTLUDE:  Jan Ellingson 


