MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; March 10, 2024
Fourth Sunday in Lent; Singers: “youth” praise team

PRELUDE: Rebekah Olson
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 107

PASTOR: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;

ALL: His love endures forever.

PASTOR: Let the redeemed of the LORD say this--

ALL: Those he redeemed from the hand of the foe,

PASTOR: Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing
love

ALL: And his wonderful deeds for men,

PASTOR: For he satisfies the thirsty

ALL: And fills the hungry with good things.

HYMN #549 “Grace Greater than Our Sin”

PASTOR ONLY: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in
bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:

READER: Dave Osthus

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Numbers 21:4-9 They traveled
from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around
Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke
against God and against Moses, and said, "Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread! There is
no water! And we detest this miserable food!"

6 Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the
people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and
said, "We sinned when we spoke against the LORD and against
you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So
Moses prayed for the people. 8 The LORD said to Moses, "Make a
snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it
and live." 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.
Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze
snake, he lived.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 3:14-21 Just as Moses lifted up the
snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 16 "For God
so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and
only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but
men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.
20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into
the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever
lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly
that what he has done has been done through God."

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad
Tidings!



CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1 believe in God the Father
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His
only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of
the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified,
dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He shall
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit;
The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; the
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER
PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by KRISTA

SERMON: “AMAZING GRACE” Ephesians 2:1-10 Pastor
Tom Olson Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

I. ALL PEOPLE NEED GOD’S GRACE

Ephesians 2:1-3 As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are
disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of
wrath.

Il. GRACE IS A MULTIFACETED GIFT

Ephesians 2:4-9 But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions-it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace,
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith-and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one
can boast.

1. GRACE HAS A PURPOSE

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance
for us to do.

Now may the peace of God, that surpasses all human
comprehension, guard your hearts and minds through faith in
Christ Jesus. Amen

HYMN #578 “Amazing Grace”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

DOXOLOGY: Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise
Him all creatures here below, Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-men. A-men. A---men.

POSTLUDE: Rebekah Olson



