MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; August 11, 2024
12" Sunday after Pentecost; Singers: Fugleberg

PRELUDE: Carol Gustafson/Fugleberg
CALL TO WORSHIP: From Psalm 34

LEADER: I will extol the LORD at all times;
ALL: His praise will always be on my lips.
LEADER: My soul will boast in the LORD;
ALL: Let the afflicted hear and rejoice.
LEADER: Glorify the LORD with me;
ALL: Let us exalt his name together.

HYMN #292 “The Church’s One Foundation”

CONFESSION OF SIN: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we
poor sinners confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and
that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant
us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the
end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:
READER: Dave Osthus

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 Kings 19:1-9 Now Ahab told Jezebel
everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with
the sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, "May the gods
deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow | do not
make your life like that of one of them." 3 Elijah was afraid and ran for
his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, 4
while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He came to a
broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. I have had
enough, LORD," he said. "Take my life; I am no better than my
ancestors." 5 Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. All at once
an angel touched him and said, "Get up and eat." 6 He looked around,

and there by his head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a
jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down again. 7 The angel of
the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, "Get up
and eat, for the journey is too much for you." 8 So he got up and ate and
drank. Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and forty nights
until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God.

GOSPEL LESSON: John 6:35-51 Then Jesus declared, "l am the
bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who
believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen
me and still you do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me | will never drive away. 38 For | have
come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who
sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none
of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my
Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him
shall have eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last day." 41 At this
the Jews began to grumble about him because he said, "I am the bread
that came down from heaven." 42 They said, "Is this not Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'l came
down from heaven'?" 43 "Stop grumbling among yourselves," Jesus
answered. 44 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
draws him, and | will raise him up at the last day. 45 It is written in the
Prophets: "They will all be taught by God.' Everyone who listens to the
Father and learns from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father
except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. 47 | tell
you the truth, he who believes has everlasting life. 48 | am the bread of
life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 50 But
here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat
and not die. 51 | am the living bread that came down from heaven. If
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh,
which | will give for the life of the world."

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1| believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord,;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into
hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into



heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints;
the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by CAROL

SERMON: “WHY CHURCH?” 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Jacob
O’Flanagan

HYMN #294 “Built on the Rock the Church Doth Stand”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

CLOSING SONG: Picked by Carol
POSTLUDE: Carol Gustafson



