MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; September 8, 2024
16" Sunday after Pentecost; Singers: Osthus-Reynolds

PRELUDE: Carol Gustafson
CALL TO WORSHIP: From Psalm 146

PASTOR: Praise the LORD.

ALL: Praise the LORD, O my soul.

PASTOR: | will praise the LORD all my life;

ALL.: I will sing praise to my God as long as | live.

PASTOR: Do not put your trust in princes,

ALL: In mortal men, who cannot save.

PASTOR: When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
ALL: On that very day their plans come to nothing.

PASTOR: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,

ALL: Whose hope is in the LORD his God,

HYMN #509 “To God Be the Glory”

CONFESSION OF SIN: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we
poor sinners confess to You that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and
that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Therefore we
flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant
us forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the
end that by Your grace we may come to eternal life, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:
READER: Steve Karban

EPISTLE LESSON: James 2:1-10 My brothers, as believers in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man
comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a
poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special
attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat
for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor
by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God

chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and
to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? 6 But you have
insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not
the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who
are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you
really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as
yourself," you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and
are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the
whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.

GOSPEL LESSON: Mark 7:31-37Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre
and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region
of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who was
deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the
man. 33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his
fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue.
34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him,
"Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!"). 35 At this, the man's ears
were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.

36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the
more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with
amazement. "He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes
the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1 believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into
hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in
the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints;
the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by CAROL

SERMON: “PARADISE RESTORED?” Isaiah 35:4-7
Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen

I. THE PROMISE OF RESTORATION

Isaiah 35:4 say to those with fearful hearts, **Be strong, do not
fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with
divine retribution he will come to save you."

Il. THE FIRSTFRUITS OF RESTORATION

Isaiah 35:5-6a Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the
ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.

I11. THE FULFILLMENT OF RESTORATION

Isaiah 35:6b-7 Water will gush forth in the wilderness and
streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the
thirsty ground bubbling springs.

Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding, guard
your hearts and minds through faith in Christ Jesus. Amen

HYMN #18 “Joy to the World! The Lord is Come!”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

CLOSING SONG: Picked by Carol
POSTLUDE: Carol Gustafson



