MINNESOTA VALLEY CHURCH; March 30, 2025
4" Sunday in Lent; Singers: Osthus.Reynolds

PRELUDE: Ruth Antal

CALL TO WORSHIP: From Psalm 91

PASTOR: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High,
ALL: Will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.

PASTOR: I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and fortress,
ALL: My God, in whom I trust.”

SINGSPIRATION FROM THE HYMNAL (No PowerPoint Lyrics):

Hymn #78: “The Old Rugged Cross”
Hymn #561: “It is Well with My Soul”
Hymn #511: “Blessed Assurance”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:

READER: Meagan Pedersen

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 12:1-6
In that day you will say:

"1 will praise you, O LORD.

Although you were angry with me,

your anger has turned away

and you have comforted me.

2 Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust and not be afraid.

The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song;
he has become my salvation.™

3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation.

4 In that day you will say:

"Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;

make known among the nations what he has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.

5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.

6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,

for great is the Holy One of Israel among you."

SECOND LESSON: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 So from now on we regard
no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in
this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to
himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore
Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through
us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God
made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

READER: Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: 1 believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into
hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into
heaven; And is seated on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From where He shall come to judge the living and the dead. 1 believe in
the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints;
the Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life
everlasting. Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS & PRAYER

PRAISE SONGS: 1 or 2 praise songs chosen by RUTH (on
PowerPoint)



SERMON: “HEALING BROKEN RELATIONSHIPS” Luke
13:1ff. Pastor Tom Olson

General William Booth’s vision
I. BETWEEN THE CHURCH AND SINNERS

Luke 15:1-3 Now the tax collectors and "'sinners'" were all
gathering around to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the
teachers of the law muttered, ""This man welcomes sinners and
eats with them." 3 Then Jesus told them this parable:

Il. BETWEEN THE FATHER AND HIS CHILD

Luke 15:11-24 Jesus continued: ""There was a man who had two
sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my
share of the estate." So he divided his property between them.

13 ""Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had,
set off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in
wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So
he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave
him anything.

17 ""When he came to his senses, he said, "How many of my
father's hired men have food to spare, and here | am starving to
death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him:
Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your
hired men." 20 So he got up and went to his father.

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his
arms around him and kissed him.

21 "'The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 ""But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best
robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast
and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.

I11. BETWEEN TWO BROTHERS

Luke 15:25-32 ""Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When
he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he
called one of the servants and asked him what was going on.
27"Your brother has come,” he replied, ‘and your father has
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.
28 ""The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his
father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his
father, "Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never
disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat
so | could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of
yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!* 31 *"*"My son," the father
said, "you are always with me, and everything | have is yours. 32
But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of
yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.""'

HYMN #325 “Power in the Blood”

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

BENEDICTION

HYMN # 251 Verse 1 (On PowerPoint) “God Be with You Till
We Meet Again”

POSTLUDE: Ruth Antal



