
 

May 4, 2025, 4th Sunday of Easter 

Pastor Tom Olson; Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church 

 

PRELUDE:  Jan Ellingson (Osthus.Reynolds) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: From Psalm 30 

 

PASTOR: Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me; 

ALL: O LORD, be my help.  

PASTOR: You turned my wailing into dancing; 

ALL:  You removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,  

PASTOR: That my heart may sing to you and not be silent. 

ALL: O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever.  

 

HYMN #542 “Victory in Jesus” 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN:  Psalm 51:1-7 Have mercy on me. O God, 

according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse 

me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always 

before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 

evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and 

justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from 

the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the 

inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  Cleanse me 

with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than 

snow. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON:   

 

Reader:  Luke Johnson 

 

EPISTLE LESSON: Revelation 5:8-14 And when he had taken it, the 

four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the 

Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9 And they sang a new 

song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because 

you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from 

every tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made 

them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign 

on the earth." 11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, 

numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 

thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders. 12 In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was 

slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor 

and glory and praise!" 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 

singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

honor and glory and power,       for ever and ever!" 14 The four living 

creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down and worshiped.  

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 21:1-14 Afterward Jesus appeared again to 

his disciples, by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: 2 Simon 

Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the 

sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 "I'm going 

out to fish," Simon Peter told them, and they said, "We'll go with you." 

So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 

nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the 

disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to them, 

"Friends, haven't you any fish?" "No," they answered. 6 He said, 

"Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some." 

When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 

number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It 

is the Lord!" As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, "It is the Lord," 

he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and 

jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, 

towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a 

hundred yards.  9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals 

there with fish on it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring 

some of the fish you have just caught." 11 Simon Peter climbed aboard 

and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with 

so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have 

breakfast." None of the disciples dared ask him, "Who are you?" They 

knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to 

them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time 

Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible.  And in 



 

one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 

God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 

whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And 

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He 

suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of 

the Father, And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  And I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER FOR OFFERING 

PRAISE SONGS PICKED BY JAN 

 

SERMON TITLE: “THE CONVERSION OF A 

TERRORIST” Acts 9:1-22; Pastor Tom Olson; May 4, 

2025 Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

 

I.  A SERIOUS PROBLEM 

 

Acts 9:1-9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out 

murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to 

the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues 

in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to 

the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his 

journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 

4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5 "Who are you, Lord?" 

Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he 

replied. 6 "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be 

told what you must do." 7 The men traveling with Saul 

stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened 

his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand 

into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not 

eat or drink anything.  

 

 

II.  A CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENT 

 

Acts 9:10-16 In Damascus there was a disciple named 

Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, "Ananias!" 

"Yes, Lord," he answered. 11 The Lord told him, "Go to the 

house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has 

seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on 

him to restore his sight." 13 "Lord," Ananias answered, "I 

have heard many reports about this man and all the harm 

he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And he has 

come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all 

who call on your name." 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, 

"Go! This man is my chosen instrument to carry my name 

before the Gentiles and their kings and before the people of 

Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my 

name."  

 

III. A GLORIOUS TRANSFORMATION 

 

Acts 9:17-22 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. 

Placing his hands on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the 



 

Lord-Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were 

coming here-has sent me so that you may see again and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit." 18 Immediately, something like 

scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He got 

up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the 

disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the 

synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who 

heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man 

who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on 

this name? And hasn't he come here to take them as 

prisoners to the chief priests?" 22 Yet Saul grew more and 

more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by 

proving that Jesus is the Christ.   

 

May the peace of God that passes all understanding guard 

your hearts and minds through faith in Messiah Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #203 “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

HOLY COMMUNION (Dave Fischer prep and help) 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION: May the Lord, Mighty Lord, 

Bless and keep you forever-- Grant you peace, Perfect 

peace, Strength in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes and see 

His face, Feel His grace forever.  May the Lord, Mighty 

Lord, Bless and keep you forever.  

 

POSTLUDE:  Jan Ellingson 


