
 

September 7, 2025, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Pastor Tom Olson; Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran Church 

 

PRELUDE:  Jan Ellingson (Osthus.Reynolds) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP: From Psalm 1 

 

PASTOR: Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the 

wicked  

ALL: Or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.  

PASTOR:  But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 

ALL: And on his law he meditates day and night.  

PASTOR: He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its 

fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. 

ALL: Whatever he does prospers.  

PASTOR: Not so the wicked! 

ALL: They are like chaff that the wind blows away.  

PASTOR: Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

ALL: Nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.  

PASTOR: For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, 

ALL: But the way of the wicked will perish.  

 

HYMN #134 “Holy, Holy, Holy”  (Add v. 4 on Powerpoint since it 

isn’t in the hymnal.) 

 

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

 

PASTOR ONLY:  Most merciful God, 

 

PASTOR & CONGREGATION: We confess that we are in bondage 

to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name.  Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON:   

 

Reader: Jacob O’Flanagan 

 

EPISTLE LESSON: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 See, I set before you 

today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I command you 

today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 

commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the 

LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.  

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you 

are drawn away to bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I 

declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not 

live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  

19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose 

life, so that you and your children may live 20 and that you may love 

the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the 

LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he 

swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

EPISTLE LESSON:  Philemon: 1:1-21 Paul, a prisoner of Christ 

Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and 

fellow worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier 

and to the church that meets in your home: 3 Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I always thank my 

God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your 

faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. 6 I pray that 

you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full 

understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. 7 Your love has 

given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have 

refreshed the hearts of the saints. 8 Therefore, although in Christ I 

could be bold and order you to do what you ought to do, 9 yet I appeal 

to you on the basis of love. I then, as Paul-an old man and now also a 

prisoner of Christ Jesus- 10 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who 

became my son while I was in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to 

you, but now he has become useful both to you and to me. 12 I am 

sending him-who is my very heart-back to you. 13 I would have liked to 

keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while 

I am in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do anything 

without your consent, so that any favor you do will be spontaneous and 

not forced. 15 Perhaps the reason he was separated from you for a little 



 

while was that you might have him back for good- 16 no longer as a 

slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother. He is very dear to me 

but even dearer to you, both as a man and as a brother in the Lord.  

17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would 

welcome me. 18 If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, 

charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand. I will 

pay it back-not to mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I do wish, 

brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my 

heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, 

knowing that you will do even more than I ask.  

 

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word. 

CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad Tidings! 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things visible and invisible.  And in 

one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, Begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 

God, Begotten, not made, Being of one substance with the Father, By 

whom all things were made; Who for us, and for our salvation, came down 

from heaven, And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And 

was made man; And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, He 

suffered and was buried; And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures, And ascended into heaven, And is seated on the right hand of 

the Father, And He shall come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  And I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, The Lord and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

Who spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. And I look 

for the Resurrection of the dead, And the Life of the world to come.  Amen 

 

GLORIA PATRI:  Ambassador Hymnal p. 4 (please put on screen) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was 

in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER FOR OFFERING 

PRAISE SONGS PICKED BY JAN 

 

SERMON TITLE: “SALTY CHRISTIANS” Luke 14:25-35; 

Pastor Tom Olson; September 7, 2025 Grace be to you and 

peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen 

 

 

I.  THE CALL TO BE SALTY 

 

Luke 14:25-35 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and 

turning to them he said: 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not 

hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers 

and sisters-yes, even his own life-he cannot be my disciple. 27 

And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot 

be my disciple.  

 

II.  RUNNING OUT OF SALT 

 

Luke 14:28-33 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will 

he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough 

money to complete it? 29 For if he lays the foundation and is not 

able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, 30 saying, 

'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.' 31 "Or 

suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will 

he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 

thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty 

thousand? 32 If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the 

other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 33 In 

the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has 

cannot be my disciple.  

 

III.  THE DIRE CONSEQUENCE OF LOSING OUR SAVOR 

 

Luke 14:34-35 "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can 

it be made salty again? 35 It is fit neither for the soil nor for the 

manure pile; it is thrown out. "He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear."  

 



 

Now…May the peace of God that passes all understanding guard 

your hearts and minds through faith in Messiah Jesus.  Amen 

 

HYMN #478 “Search Me, O God” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

HOLY COMMUNION (Dave Fischer prep and help) 

 

CHORAL BENEDICTION: May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless 

and keep you forever-- Grant you peace, Perfect peace, Strength 

in every endeavor.  Lift up your eyes and see His face, Feel His 

grace forever.  May the Lord, Mighty Lord, Bless and keep you 

forever.  

 

POSTLUDE:  Jan Ellingson 


