
SERVICE INFORMATION: May 10, 2026, Asension/Mother’s 
Day; Pastor Tom Olson; Minnesota Valley Free Lutheran 
Church

PRELUDE:  Rebekah Olson

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 47

PASTOR: God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
ALL: The LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
PASTOR: Sing praises to God, sing praises;
ALL: Sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
PASTOR:  For God is the King of all the earth;
ALL: Sing to him a psalm of praise. 
PASTOR: God reigns over the nations;
ALL: God is seated on his holy throne. 

HYMN #120 “Golden Harps are Sounding”

CONFESSION OF SIN:  Almighty God, our Maker and 
Redeemer, we poor sinners confess to You that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed.  Therefore we flee for refuge to Your 
infinite mercy and ask You for Christ’s sake, grant us 
forgiveness of all our sins, and by Your Holy Spirit increase in 
us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: 

Reader:  Jacob O’Flanagan

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Acts 1:1-11 In my former book, 
Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2  

until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his 
suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On 
one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For 
John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they asked him,  
"Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?" 7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth." 9 After he said this, he was taken up before 
their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were  
looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," 
they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in  
the same way you have seen him go into heaven."  

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 24:44-53 He said to them, "This is 
what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets  
and the Psalms." 45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in  
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high." 50 When he had led them out to  
the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51  
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 
heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem 



with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, 
praising God.  

READER:  Here ends the reading of God’s Word.
CONGREGATION SINGS: God be praised, for His glad 
Tidings!

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  I believe in God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, His 
only son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of 
the virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, 
dead and buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And is seated on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From where He shall 
come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; 
The holy Christian Church; the Communion of Saints; the 
Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting.  Amen

GLORIA PATRI: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is not, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER FOR OFFERING

PRAISE SONGS: songs chosen by Rebekah Olson

SERMON TITLE: “MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME GOD’S 
WORD”  1 Peter 3:13-22; Pastor Tom Olson; May 10, 2026

Beloved, Grace be to you and peace from God our Father and 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen

I.  SHE TAUGHT ME TO DO WHAT IS RIGHT

1 Peter 3:13-14 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are 
blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." 

II.  SHE TAUGHT ME TO PUT THE LORD FIRST

1 Peter 3:15a But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  

III. SHE TAUGHT ME TO WITNESS RESPECTFULLY

1 Peter 3:15b-17Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear 
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your 
good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.   17 It 
is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for 
doing evil.  

IV. SHE TAUGHT ME ABOUT JESUS

1 Peter 3:18-21 For Christ died for sins once for all, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to  
death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom 
also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who 
disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight 
in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes 
baptism that now saves you also-not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves 
you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  

V.  SHE TAUGHT ME HOW TO DIE IN PEACE

1 Peter 3:22 who has gone into heaven and is at God's right 
hand-with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.  



Now may the peace of God that passes all understanding, guard 
your hearts and minds through faith in Christ Jesus.  Amen

HYMN  “Faith of Our Mothers” (Tune: Faith of Our Fathers-
we will get the words to you soon.)

LORD’S PRAYER: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those that trespass against us.  And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom, The power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen

BENEDICTION & DOXOLOGY:  Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures here below, Praise Him 
above, ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. A-
men. A-men. A---men.
POSTLUDE:  Rebekah Olson


